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Hello all supporters
So when isthelaunching day for Consuta?

| cannot give a precise date at the moment, however we are going to have a little party. Colin and Lucy
Henwood are very kindly letting The Consuta Trust have a tea party at the boatyard (Herwood and Dean,
Dairy Farm Lane near Hambledon). This party will be on Saturday afternoon 6th October, 2 0’ clock onwards.
All areinvited, Lyn Smith will provide light refreshments (tea and cakes etc., however if you want alcoholic
beverages please bring your own).

The party isto celebrate the compl etion of the boatyard work, and allow supporters to seetheresults. If the
weather isfing and | can get some hd pers during the morning, we can have Consutarolled out into theyard to
raise steam, and run the engine very slowly, and of course test the whistle We will wd come your comments,
criticism (not too many | hope), and compliments.

During the week following this party, we are planning to move Consuta by road to Bushnell’s, Wargrave for
launching and river trials. Theinitial trials afloat are not intended to be in the public gaze, to save possible
embarrassment, however once everything is pronounced in good order, the formal re-commissioning of Consuta
could be during the weekend 20th/21st October (weather degpendant). Contact me nearer the time for
confirmation of this, | will al'so put thisinformation on the Consuta web site.

Any other boats on the water during this weekend would be most welcometo join in. Peter and Liza Sutcliffe
owners of the steam launch Mythical Maid (a 30ft Saunders stitched hull), have already said they would liketo
come aong and celebrate Mythical Mai d's 100th birthday —wonderful, so fingers crossed that we can get
everything together and for nice weather over thisweekend.

I stherestoration work really finished?

Of course not, there are still a myriad of task to be completed, some jobs can wait until the winter lay-up, but
some haveto be done now. Hereisalist of some urgent jobs for which you might like to give a hand, please
givemeacal if you can hdp:-

e Painting the removable canvas covered side decks, these can be taken away (on a roof rack) for painting.
o Painting the engine floor plates, the cockpit floor boards (these also can be taken away for this).
e Painting the boiler top, has to be donein situ.
All these will be in the same colour (light gray, paint provided)
e Antifoul painting.
Geoff Newton is busy making a boat cover for Consuta (light we ght for summer use)
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So whereis Consutato be based?

Consutawill be based at Bushnell’ sfor theinitial trials, following thiswe may take up the kind offer of a
freetemporary mooring between Sonning and Shiplake lock. Present thinking is that Consutawill then be
lifted out and kept at Bushnell’s on their hard during the wirter. If we do this then wewould need to erect a
simple weatherproof tent over Consutato alow accessto the launch for the duration ashore. Has anybody
got accessto a suitable structure? The tents used by Colin Henwood show the type of cover that can be
provided.

How isthe funding going?

Pretty wel. At this stage we havenot had all thefinal bills yet, but it islikely that we are going to be a few
thousand pounds overspent —oops!, so I’ m sorry, but wewill need to go around with the begging bowl
again. | did ask my fellow Trustees “ should we stop when our fund allocation has been spent”, they are all
of stout heart and said “no we haveto go to completion”. So if you do have any spare cash, please consider
the Trust. Many thanks to those who are contributing by way of a monthly standing order, Geoff tells me
that heis about to process the tax refund on the years contributions, you will be pleased to know that we
get 28% additional to your contributions courtesy of the Inland Revenue. If you are not yet making a
monthly donation but would like to join this method of contribution, please contact me, donations can be as
littleas £2 per month.

Thevolunteers efforts

There have been several work parties, all involving paint and varnish preperation work. There are several
benefits for the Trust. A typical work party can save us about £300, also thiswork can be claimed as “in
kind” contribution as our part of the HLF funding payments. We get a credit of £50 a day per person
(unskilled rate), and we are alowed to claim some £2,500 in total for this type of work. These volunteers
now have a better idea of how to go about getting those wonderful paint and varnish finishes produced by
the professionals.

Thanks very much to the supporters who have contributed various odd jobs towards the restoration. |1 would
aso like to thank all those who have offered, or have donated items. Theseindude- oil cans, ensign and
jack staff, engine lubricator, fenders, mooring lines, engine bilge pump, various casting items, Windermere
kettle (Tony, wedon't seem to have a steam valve for this!), lubri cation and steam oil, boiler treatment, etc.

Still needed are: -

e 12V electric bilge pump with float switch and 12V battery.
e Emegency tiller —fabricated to fit over the rudder shank.

e Handlesfor theinjector boiler feed shut offs.

e Perhapswe need some paddles in case of emergencies.

Paintsfor Consuta have been provided at no charge.

International Paints have provided free paint, varnish and anti-foul for Consuta, thisisvalued at £700 —
thanks very much to | P and also to John Schofidd for making the arr angements.

Keeping up to date
We haveaweb sitewhich | try to keep up to date, so look here for the latest news.

Consutawebsiteis:- www.consuta.org.uk

If you have any ideas or comments please let meknow either by email or ordinary mail or telegphone.

Email:- brianws@ukonlineco.uk or Brian Smith, 19 Mill Bank, Kintbury, Hungerford, Berks., RG17
oUW

Telephone 01488 658795

Brian Smith



ltemsrequired for Consuta

e Firingirons:- Rake, and dlicer (bent poker), hand shovel
o Boiler cleaning rod and steel tube brushes, 1¥4 inch size.
e Metal buckets —two minimum

e Oil cans —thumb pump action. — at least two.

« Suitable toolsfor an onboard toolkit. For anyone who fanciesthere is an opportunity to
make a nice wooden tool chest to fit on Consuta. If you have visited the Steamboat
Museum at Windermere, you may remember that the SL Otto has alovely wooden tool
case. Now thisreally would be something special.

e Tinsof Brass polish.

e Cleaning and polishing rags.

« Mops

e A mechanical driven oil pump for the steam supply to the engine.
e Boat hooks. Probably two a short one and along one.

e A brass megaphone for coaching duties (I jest!)

o Fenders Wethink the best size would be say 7 inches diameter, tubular type with rope
eyesat each end, 6 to 8 off needed, and 4 off of bottle fenders diameter about 9 inches.

e Mooring Lines.
e Anchor and chain — folding fisherman or folding Thames type — say 20 to 30 |b.

Thislist isnot a definative list, if you think I’ ve missed anything off let me know. For
example I’ ve not included consumables such as kindling, coal, lub oils, packing material etc.
If you thnk you can help with any of these iems, please let me know:- Brian Smith 01488
658795.



